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Panther Creek State Park

covers aPProximatc|g 1,455 acres and is located on the
shores of Cherokee Lake. The Park offers a varictg of
recreational o Portunities inc|ucling camPing, Fishing,
boating, Picnic Ing, swimming, hiking, biking, and horse-
back ricling.

Historical signhcicance

The park is located in the Hamblen Count communit9 of
Panther SPrings, one of the oldest sctt?cmcnts in the
countg. Pioneers from North Carolina and the older
Watauga Settlement in East Tennessee arrived in this area
around 1785. Panther SPrings, at one time, was the first
stop on the stagccoacl'] route out of Knoxville on the wa
to Abingdon, VA. Prior to this time, the Cherokee Indians
were the most Prominent Native American tribe in the area.
The Cherokee hunted deer, bear, and elk to supplg food
and clo’ching for the tribe.

Campin

Panther Creek has 50 camPsites comPlctc with water,
electrical hookups, gri”s, Picnic tables, fire rings, and a
bathhouse Facilitg. Laundromat ?aci]i’cg and ump sta-
tions are also available. The cam ground and facilities
are open year round. Campsites are available on a first-
come, first-serve basis. Maximum stay is two weeks.

Gift Shop

Visitors can Pic|< up t-shirts at the park office. All pro-
ceeds from the ghct shop g0 to Friends of Panther Creek
State Park.

Fishin

Cherokee Lake provides gear—round catches of bass, crap-
Pic, blucgi”, catgslﬁ and bream.

Hiking

Panther Creek boasts over 10 miles of world-class trails
ranging from moderate to difficult. Visitors are encouraged
to Leave No Trace when using our trails. Hikers can erjog a
magnhciccnt view of Cherokee Lake and the Cumberland
Mountains from the Point lookout trail, reaching 1,460 feet
above sea level.

Planned Programs

A seasonal interPretive ranger programs activities duringthe
summer. Programs range ﬁom nature hikes, environmental
education activities, canoeing, and recreational activities.

Picnic Pavilions and Playgrouncls

Two Picnic Pavilions may be reserved up to one year in
advance. The Smallman Shelter seats aPProximately 90
Pcoplc and overlooks beautiful Cherokee Lake. “The
SPoonc Shelter seats aPProximatclg 140 Pcoplc and is
located near the Plagground and swimming Pool.
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Boatin

Cherokee Lake is a beautiful lake for boating. The
ark provides a boat ramp for visitors to launch from

mid~APril to late ScPtembcr‘

Swimming

The swimming Pool opens Memorial Dag weekend and

closes mid-August. LiFeguards are on dutg during Pool
ours.

Horse Trails

Panther Creek offers over 10 miles of scenic horse trails
for the ccluestrian riders. A horse trailer Parking area
is located just Past the boat ramp. All riders must have
Proog of oggins papers on them at all times.

Bike Trails

Panther Creek offers over 10 miles of mountain bikin
trails ran ing from easy to difficult. The Trout Lily Tra%
is a 'ewe[gamon mountain bikers. It is a 2.0-mile loo
develoPecl bg the APPa|achian Mountain Bike Club for

exPcricnccd riders.
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